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HEC'S CHAIRMAN MESSAGE

Since its inception in 2002, the HEC has been playing an active role in promoting Higher
Education in the country. The HE Sector has shown tremendous progress over the last 15 years
with the establishment of many universities/sub-campuses throughout the country providing
quality education to the people of backward areas at their doorsteps. The Government of Pakistan
deserves praise and accolades for its commitment to support HEC in its mission towards the
betterment of HE Sector in the country. I also congratulate the affiliated Universities/DAI's for
their unwavering support and services in the development of HE Sector in Pakistan. Together we
have achieved so many distinctions and will continue to cooperate with each other so that our HE
Sector develops by leaps and bounds and add to the prosperity of our great nation.
Today marks the 15th year of inception of HEC, Pakistan, and it gives me immense pleasure to see
the steps taken by the University of Agriculture, Peshawar in sharing our joys and celebration of
15 years of achievements and success. This newsletter is a first step taken by the University to
highlight the services and achievements of HEC, and I hope that the University will continue to
arrange various events and programmes highlighting the achievements of HEC. I
wholeheartedly congratulate UAP for being a part of this journey and for its continuous support
towards the HEC in accomplishment of its tasks and goals. Together we are making a difference,
and we will continue to do so in the future as well.
Prof. Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad
Chairman
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VICE CHANCELLOR'S MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to congratulate Higher Education Commission on completion of 15 years of
excellence and achievement in terms of promoting access to Higher Education and research in Pakistan. The
Higher Education Commission has come a long way from a nascent organization in 2002 to a full-fledged and
autonomous institution in 2017 with so many achievements to its credit which has added to the development of
Higher Education Sector in the country. This journey of 15 years has seen so many ups and downs but with the
persistent support of the Government of Pakistan and the effective leadership of its chairmen, the Higher
Education Commission has lived up to its expectations and has provided enormous support to the Universities
and DAI's in the promotion of quality education in the country.
As a Vice Chancellor of the University of Agriculture, Peshawar, I have personally witnessed the improvement in
HE Sector over the last decade as more universities from Pakistan are now ranked in World and Asian QS
Rankings, and the research output from Pakistan is now acknowledged and appreciated throughout the world.
Our scientists and researchers are contributing in every field of life, and are contributing towards dissemination of
knowledge throughout the world bringing numerous accolades to the country and strengthening the economy of
Pakistan through innovative ideas and creative interventions. The Higher Education Commission has always
supported HE institutions in terms of financial support and research grants to the Universities and DAI's, and has
been the main factor in promoting research output of the Universities.
The HEC will be celebrating its 15th year of inception from September 12, 2017 and in this regard the University of
Agriculture will hold several programmes and seminars to show support to HEC and showcase its tremendous
achievements in HE sector. The students and faculty will be made familiar with HEC's role in the development
and promotion of Higher Education in Pakistan with the help of walks, seminars, symposid, debate competitions
and sports events. As a first step, this special issue of the University's Newsletter has been dedicated to HEC's
achievements spanning over 15 years of excellence, and I further hope that the HEC will continue to support
Universities and DAI's in achieving their goals towards the improvement of HE Sector in Pakistan.
Prof. Dr. Zahoor A. Swati (IF, TI)
Vice Chancellor
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PRO VICE CHANCELLOR'S MESSAGE

The role of Higher Education (HE) in a country's socio-economic development is indisputable
and indispensable. It's the HE that steers a country out of poverty and underdevelopment and
puts it on the path of progress and prosperity. The inception of Higher Education Commission in
2002 was a similar step taken by the Government of Pakistan to extricate the country out of
economic and intellectual deadlock. This step taken back in 2002 has come to its fruitful
completion of 15 years of numerous achievements and breakthroughs which are unprecedented
in the history of this country. I personally congratulate the HE Commission on completion of 15
years of relentless service towards the development of HE Sector in Pakistan.
Keeping in view the importance of the occasion, the University of Agriculture, Peshawar will
celebrate the HE Commission's 15 years of achievements and accomplishments with great pomp
and show so that the general public gets to know about the role of HE Commission in the
development of country's higher education sector. The University will make every possible effort
to disseminate information about HE Commission's efforts and its achievements spanning over
the last 15 years. I once again congratulate the Higher Education Commission for completing 15
years of dedicated services in the Higher Education sector and affirm our utmost support towards
the programmes and initiatives of the Commission in the country.
Prof. Dr. Noor Paio Khan
Pro - Vice Chancellor
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FOREWORD
Education is considered as integral part of building and developing character of society and
enhancing knowledge and understanding of people. More importantly, role of tertiary education
is necessary to bring youth of the nation on the right track. The journey of Higher Education
Commission (HEC) started in 2002, with the mission to facilitate institutions of higher learning to
serve as engine of socio-economic development of Pakistan. Preliminary, HEC focused on
bringing improvement in quality of academic standards and research, providing easy access to
quality education at doorsteps and relevance of education and research to the national needs.
Similarly, HEC also provides technical and financial support to Higher Education Institutions of
the country.
The University of Agriculture, Peshawar is determined to deliver high quality education and
cutting edge research to the students as well as community at large. Since its establishment in
1981, this University has been playing a vital role in imparting agricultural education and
conducting basic and applied agriculture research throughout the Province and disseminating
the research findings among the farmers and general public through various initiatives. The
graduates of this University are serving in public-private sectors organizations on key positions
within Pakistan and abroad.
The HEC has supported this University not only in terms of technical aspect but also financial
part. With the assistance of HEC, the University made fundamental structural changes in
academic programmes in order to comply with international academic standards, provided
better infrastructure facilities in shape of research laboratories and classrooms, advance scientific
equipments for quality research, tailor-made trainings for the faculty and staff, financial support
to needy students, extra-curricular activities like debate and poetry competitions, creative
painting competition and sports gala and higher education opportunities.
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DEVELOPMENTAL PROJECTS WORTH Rs.1511.509
MILLION EXECUTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF
AGRICULTURE, PESHAWAR WITH THE SUPPORT OF
HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION (HEC) DURING
LAST FIFTEEN (15) YEARS
The University has completed 14 developmental projects at the total cost of Rs.1511.509 million with the
financial support of HEC and Planning Commission of Pakistan during the last 15 years since inception
of the HEC in 2002. The projects remained highly useful in the promotion of higher education in the
province. The details of these projects are given below:
1.

CONSTRUCTION OF BOUNDARY WALL AT UAP:
In order to provide ample security on the campus, construction of boundary wall was initiated
during January, 2016 with the total cost of Rs. 235.160 million. Main components of the project
include construction of boundary wall, watching pickets, RCC Box culverts, solar electrification,
retaining wall, haul road and surveillance system. The project is near to completion and it will be
providing a secure environment for the students, researchers and scientists of the University.

2.

STRENGTHENING & DEVELOPMENT OF LIBRARY:
Library is one of the key components of any university. It not only provide an exclusive study
environment but also facilitate the researchers to locate their desirable information in an easy way.
The library located in UAP needed updation in terms of latest reference books, improved
networking system, surveillance system and installation of the RFID system. This project was
initiated during December, 2009 and completed in December, 2011, at a cost of Rs. 38.762 million.
Currently more than nine thousand students as well as faculty and researchers are benefitting from
the updated facility.
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3.

STRENGTHENING & DEVELOPMENT OF UAP:
The University of Agriculture, Peshawar is one of the prime agricultural universities of the country.
Over the period of time its research facilities as well as infrastructure and human resource needed
updation which was made possible through initiation of this project in July, 2008 and completion in
July, 2013, at the capital cost of Rs. 410.593 million. The main components of the project included
civil work including external development, academic block, examination hall, administration
block, hostels for boys and girls, human resource development, laboratory equipments, furniture
and fixture, teaching aids and transportation.

4.

HOUSING FACILITIES FOR VISITING FACULTY:
In order to integrate the international experiences in the academic and research programmes of the
University, an effort was made to provide a reasonable residential facility. A project to develop the
housing facility for visiting faculty was initiated during March 2006 and completed in September,
2009, at capital cost of Rs. 26.620 million in the University a well-furnished guest house was
constructed.
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5.

STRENGTHENING DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT:
Water management is highly important to conserve, preserve and ensure judicious use of this
precious resources at the farm level. The Department of Water Management is striving hard to
produce quality graduates who could facilitate and guide the farming community in the optimum
use of irrigation water. Keeping in view the importance of water management discipline, a project
on strengthening its existing academic and research capabilities and update its research facilities to
cope with future water management problems and issues for sustainable agriculture production
was initiated in March 2007 with the cost of Rs.36.387 million. The project was completed in June,
2011. The main components of the project included the extension of academic block, lab equipment,
chemicals and glassware furniture fixture, GIS maps, HRD program and relevant books.

6.

CONSTRUCTION OF MULTI-PURPOSE SPORTS GYMNASIUM:
Sports are considered highly important in utilizing the un-tapped potential of students and making
them physically and mentally fit for their academic activities. The University lacked the facility of a
sports gymnasium, which was made possible through this project. The project was initiated in April
2007 and completed in June 2009 with a capital of Rs. 37.772 million. The main components of the
project included the civil work, sports equipment and provision of furniture and fixtures. The
facility is highly acknowledged by the students.
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7.

ESTABLISHMENT OF INSTITUTE OF BIOTECHNOLOGY & GENETIC ENGINEERING:
Realizing the high demand of quality food for the people of this country through the promotion of
Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering, a project was initiated to the tune of Rs.39.65 million
during January, 2001 for the establishment of Institute of Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering in
the University. Under this project, infrastructure facilities, lab equipments, audio visual aids and
furniture and fixtures were procured and the University was able to launch its first degree
programme in the field of Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering. The project remained highly
fruitful in not only building the capabilities of students but also promoted the culture of research in
this dynamic field of Agriculture. Even today the issues like low yields, disease infestation and
drought resistance are being researched through the facilities established under this project.

8.

STRENGTHENING OF INSTITUTE OF BIOTECHNOLOGY AND GENETIC
ENGINEERING:
The Institute of Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering was strengthened through this project
since it was planned to expand the laboratory infrastructure required to accommodate integration
of recombinant DNA technology and Animal Biotechnology into existing agricultural systems
resulting into the expansion of research programmes in this field.
The project was initiated during July, 2008 and completed in July, 2013 at capital cost of Rs. 341.583.
The key components of the project included civil work including external development and new
laboratory complex and support facilities, expansion of existing IBGE building, hostel for male
students and female students, accommodation of Research scientists, human resource
development, scientific equipments, books, teaching aids, etc.
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9.

SUPPORT TO BIOTECHNOLOGY EDUCATIONAL AND RESEARCH PROGRAMME:
Being innovative in nature with promising future for the agriculture sector in the province, the
research and education in the field of Biotechnology was promoted in the University through
launching of this project which was initiated during October, 2003 and completed in October, 2005
with the cost of Rs. 38.644 million. Main components of the project included civil work, laboratory
equipments and related facilities that helped the University in developing a firm base in the field of
Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering which later on culminated into the development of few
high value wheat varieties.

10. MARKERS ASSISTED TRANSFER BETWEEN
OIL SEED RAPE & MUSTARD FOR IMPROVED
OIL CONTENT AND QUALITY:
Oil seed is an important commodity in Agriculture
sector that provide edible oil which is highly
important for the daily nutritional requirement of
human beings. Every year Government spends
billions of dollars as foreign exchange on the import
of edible oil. Under this project, a concerted programme on oil seed was developed at the Institute of
Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering of the University. The research findings resulted into the
development of rape and mustard varieties under this project which was completed during 20032008 at the cost of Rs.31.75 million. Key components of the project were provision of scientific
equipments and related chemicals, etc.
11. STRENGTHENING OF LABS. AND LIBRARIES
OF FACULTIES OF CROP PRODUCTION, CROP
PROTECTION, NUTRITION, ANIMAL
HUSBANDRY & VETERINARY SCIENCES AND
RURAL SOCIAL SCIENCES:
Quality research laboratories are always considered
important in providing a base for initiation of R & D
activities in any research organization. The
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University has five faculties which are offering degrees to graduates in various disciplines of
agriculture. In order to improve the laboratory and library facilities of these faculties, this project
was initiated during 2001 with a cost of Rs.39.885 million. The project remained highly useful in
providing a strong basis for undertaking research both at under and post graduate levels.
12. STRENGTHENING OF TEACHING AND
RESEARCH CAPABILITIES OF FACULTY
OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND
VETERINARY SCIENCES:
In the past, the Faculty of Animal Husbandry &
Veterinary Science was only providing degrees
in animal production sciences. With the
initiation of this project, the DVM degree
programme was launched which is one of the key successes of this University. The project was
launched during July, 2004, whereby the research and academic facilities were upgraded to high
level. The major facilities developed in the project included main academic block, dairy technology
center, feed mill, veterinary hospital, female hostel, guest house and residential facilities.
13. STRENGTHENING OF TEACHING AND RESEARCH CAPABILITIES OF FACULTY OF
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY & VETERINARY SCIENCES:
This project aimed to initiate five (05) years Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) programme at
the University alongwith establishment of Veterinary Clinic consisting indoor and outdoor
facilities for treatment of animals with advanced facilities of a surgery theater, radiology room,
semen production unit for student teaching on animal reproduction and artificial insemination,
Feed Technology & Research Center and Dairy Technology Unit consisting a milking parlor, a dairy
processing plant and dairy laboratory.

The main components of the project include civil work, furniture, chemicals, transportation,
machinery, equipments, animals, feeds, books and periodicals, ect.
The project was initiated during July, 2004 at capital cost of Rs. 167.856 million for execution period
of 36 months.
14. UNIVERSITY COMPUTERIZATION & NETWORKING ENHANCEMENT PROGRAMME
Primarily, Project's objective was to develop infrastructure of e-offices in the University that
includes local and wide area networks (LAN/WAN). The internet and intranet e-mail is used for
inter office communication, necessary security, digital authentication and legal cover shall be
provided to secure the validity of such communication.
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To provide online service through web, portal has been developed for the University which is in
testing phase. The repetition purpose of this portal is to provide visibility of the services offered to
the different sections/departments of the University. Main components of the project were
equipments, furniture & fixture, trainings and salaries.
The project was initiated during October, 2003 at a total cost of Rs. 30.857 million for execution
period of 12 months.

NEW PROJECT SUBMITTED TO THE HEC
ESTABLISHMENT OF TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CENTRE (TDC):
One of the major inputs considered important in enhanced agricultural production is the use of
innovative technologies and their dissemination to the end-users. Due to lack of technology transfer,
agricultural production in the province is considerably less than the national average. Low level of
awareness of the farming community about latest technology has further aggravated this problem which
has ultimately resulted in reduced income of the farming community. In a nutshell, the agricultural
production in the country can be enhanced through the development of skilled human resource in this
sector and keeping this key factor in view, the UAP has planned to establish its first ever Technology
Development Centre to develop and disseminate various products and technologies developed over a
period of time through capacity building of the stakeholders and creating strong linkages with other
R&D organizations.
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The instant project has been planned to cater the needs of three important components viz. Horticulture,
Animal Husbandry as well as adaption to Climate Change in the region repetition. Moreover, it is
crucially important to develop and strengthen the academic and research facilities of these disciplines to
the level that enable them to play their anticipated role in achieving food security and ensuring economic
development of the country.
The tentative cost of the project is Rs. 2226.673 million and is expected to be launched in 2017 after
approval from the CDWP. The project is expected to produce innovative technologies/products
repetition, for their onward dissemination to the stakeholders through Business Incubation Centre, to be
established under the project.
HEC FINANCED 97 RESEARCH PROJECTS:
In order to improve the quality of teaching and developing research culture through innovative ways,
the University's faculty secured 97 research projects worth of Rs. 164.916 million in all the five faculties
(Crop Production, Crop Protection, Nutrition, Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Sciences and Rural
Social Sciences) of the University from the HEC. The HEC encouraged the faculty of the University to
undergo research projects in the areas of their expertise.

77 FACULTY MEMBERS GOT TRAVEL GRANTS:
The HEC extended travel grant to 77 faculty members of the University under which the faculty
members got anopportunity to participate in various International Conferences all over the world at the
expense of HEC and presented their research papers, which facilitated them to interact with skilled
academia and researchers in the relevant fields and got feedback from experts about their research.
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HEC SPONSORED 224 PH.D SCHOLARS:
The HEC sponsored 224 students of the
University to carry on their Ph.D studies
which provide an opportunity for those
students who lack resources for attaining
higher education. No doubt these initiatives
have enormously increased the number of
Ph.Ds not only at the University but also in the
whole country.
HEC PROVIDED 666 SCHOLARSHIPS TO STUDENTS:
The HEC has provided 666 HEC-Need based scholarships worth Rs. 120 millions to students of
Agriculture University in various disciplines since 2012.

81 PH.D SCHOLARS BENEFITED FROM HEC INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH INITIATIVE
PROGRAMME (IRSIP):
Under HEC's International Research Inititiative Programme (IRSIP) 81 Ph.D scholars of the University
have so far availed opportunity to conduct some part of their research in the universities of
technologically advanced countries . It enabled them to up-date their knowledge, skills in selective
specialization and new research projects. These scholars have further trained and equipped students in
their respective departments.
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HEC SUPPORTED 23 FACULTY FOR POST DOC:
In order to further enhance and strengthen research capabilities of the faculty, the HEC provided
assistance to 23 faculty members of the University for getting Post Doc Trainings in various fields. The
HEC believes in providing opportunities for high quality of research in accordance with national needs
and international standards.

HEC GRANTED RS.3.73 MILLION TO THE SARHAD JOURNAL OF
AGRICULTURE(SJA):
Sarhad Journal of Agriculture (SJA) is an open access journal which
publishes the most recent and informative research in all areas of
Agriculture. The aim of the journal is to provide a platform to the scientists,
students and researchers to promote and share their research in different
fields of Agricultural Sciences.
Sarhad Journal of Agriculture is HEC
recognized Journal in the “X” category. HEC
has so far granted Rs. 3.73 million to SJA in
order to enhance quality of the Journal.
HEC GRANTED RS. 0.92 MILLION TO
THE PAKISTAN JOURNAL OF WEED
SCIENCES RESEARCH (PJWSR):
The Pakistan Journal of Weed Science is recognized journal by HEC in
“Y” category. The HEC has granted Rs. 0.92 million for quality
improvement of the Journal. The Journal is published by Weed Science
Society of Pakistan (WSSP). The Department of Weed Science, UAP has
been serving as the Headquarter of the Society since 2000.
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26 CONFERENCES ORGANIZED WITH ASSISTANCE OF HEC:
The University has organized national and international conferences on various topics related to
Agriculture Sciences on the campus and outside with support of HEC. The researchers from with in the
country and abroad participated whereas numbers of papers were also presented in the conferences. The
purpose of the conferences is to facilitate the researchers/scientists. The HEC promotes research culture
in higher education institutions through providing financial grants to organize national and
international seminars, workshops, conferences and symposia.

HEC SUPPORTED LABORATORIES:
The HEC is committed in bringing excellence in tertiary education in the country and innovative
research. The HEC has provided Rs. 18.44 million for strengthening of laboratories of the University
apart from developmental projects funded by the HEC.

HEC PROVIDED RS. 2.026 MILLION TO LIBRARY:
The University has well established library which provides physical and digital access to text and
reference books, research materials etc. to the faculty/researchers and students. The HEC provided Rs.
2.026 million for procurement of books and periodicals.
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19 TRAININGS CONDUCTED WITH SUPPORT
OF HEC:
The University conducted trainings on various
thematic areas of the agriculture and other
disciplines like research proposals writing, research
data analysis, communication and presentation
skills. The HEC always intends to provide trainings
in order to enhance the skills of the faculty apart from
improving pedagogical skills.
3622 LAPTOPS DISTRIBUTED AMONG STUDENTS:
Investment in youth not only has the highest rate-of-return, but has also been recognized as the best longterm investment for prosperous future of any nation, with a positive demographic dividend. Many large
countries have transformed their challenge of big populations with high growth rate into opportunities
to bolster their economies by empowering their youth with marketable skills. This realization by the
government was the catalyst that crystalized the project “Prime Minister's Laptops Scheme” to empower
youth by giving them laptops for their academic and research activities.
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In this regard, the University has so far distributed 3622 Laptops among talented students under this
Scheme with the support of HEC. The main objective of this scheme is an attempt to enhance the scope of
research and quality education in the country and increase the access to information technology.
DIRECTORATE OF QUALITY ASSURANCE ESTABLISHED:
The Quality Enhancement Cell (QEC) was established in the University under the directives of Higher
Education Commission (HEC) on October 16, 2006 and later on renamed as Directorate of Quality
Assurance (DQA). This Directorate was initially established on a small scale with limited staff and basic
responsibilities. However, with the passage of time the responsibilities of the DQA increased
enormously. DQA is engaged in numerous indoor and outdoor activities i.e. Self-Assessment Process,
Teachers and Course Evaluation, Implementation of Anti-Plagiarism Policy, IPE Process, Facilitating in
Accreditation Process, Collecting and compiling Ranking Data.

The basic objective of the DQA is to ensure and enhance the quality of education to compete with
counterparts within and across the boundaries. The DQA is responsible for planning and coordinating
self-assessment activities in the University. The Directorate is following the guidelines of the HEC and
chalks out future plans for enhancement of quality education. DQA is unique in the University in the
sense that its performance is directly monitored by Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) of HEC on the
basis of certain targets/criteria. During last year it has achieved all targets in the action plan provided by
the HEC and rated as 'W' category.
The DQA has international memberships of: Asia Pacific Quality Network (APQN), The Talloires
Network, Association of Quality Assurance Agencies of the Islamic World (AQAAIW).
The Directorate of QA also extended support to other Universities in guidance and training. The Director
and Deputy Director QA visited several Universities as Resource Person including Kohat University of
Science & Technology, Haripu University, Haripur, Swabi University, Sarhad University of Science &
Technology, Peshawar, Khushal Khan KhattakUniversity Karak, FAST University, Peshawar to impart
trainings of QA.
Services to the HEC. Prof. Dr. Farman Ullah, Director QA UAP is:
8 Team leader/member of HEC Review Panel for IPE.
8 Member of Plagiarism Standing Committee (PSC) of International Islamic University, Islamabad as
HEC nominee and attended meetings.
8 Member of Accreditation Committee of NAEAC-HEC
8 Member of Campus Review Committee of HEC
8 Member of MS/MPhil & PhD Review Committee of HEC
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STUDENTS PARTICIPATION IN HEC 15TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS
The University organized a variety of events for both male and female students. The students of the
University actively participated in all these competitions and the winners were awarded with
certificates, cups and shields. These events include the following:
BLOOD DONATION CAMP:

PAINTING COMPETITION:

TUG OF WAR:
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TABLE TENNIS:

BADMINTON:

DEBATE COMPETITION:
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WALK HELD TO PAY TRIBUTE TO HEC ON ITS 15TH ANNIVERSARY:

HEC 15TH ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY:

Dr. Shahid Sattar, Director VC Secretariat
Mr. Anis-ur-Rehman, Lecturer, English Department
Mr. Muhammad Riaz, Deputy Registrar
Mr. Ibrar-ul-Haq, Assistant Director VC Secretariat
Mr. Sajjad Khan

Chief Editor:
Editors:
Sub Editor
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Vice Chancellor’s Secretariat, The University of Agriculture, Peshawar - Pakistan
Phone: +92-91-9221251, 9221304-11 Fax: +92-91-9221262 Email: vcaup@aup.edu.pk Website: www.aup.edu.pk
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